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friend of CSU Fresno who has given out-
standing service to the Alumni Association 
and/or the University. This year the award is 
presented to Dr. Arnold and Dianne Gazarian. 
The Gazarians’ generous donations to the uni-
versity have included a gift to the Smittcamp 
Alumni House, the Friends of the Madden Li-
brary, the President’s Fund and the Craig 
School of Business to establish the Arnold and 
Dianne Gazarian Real Estate Center. The 
couple has also provided incentives to attract 
others’ gifts for the Haig and Isabel Berberian 
Endowed Chair in Armenian Studies. Beyond 
the campus, the Gazarians are benefactors of 
the Berberian Community Hospice Patient 
Services Center as well as the Homeless and 
Transitional Living Center in Modesto, Cali-
fornia. 

Madam Speaker, I rise today to commend 
and congratulate all of the Top Dog Award re-
cipients for their individual contributions. I in-
vite my colleagues to join me in wishing the 
honorees many years of continual success. 

f 

RECOGNIZING DR. JAMES NAVIN 
OF HONOLULU, HAWAII 

HON. NEIL ABERCROMBIE 
OF HAWAII 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, November 19, 2008 

Mr. ABERCROMBIE. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Dr. James Navin, MD, 
FCAP. Dr. Navin, a resident of Honolulu, has 
made many valuable contributions to the field 
of medicine not only in Hawaii, but throughout 
the United States. 

Dr. Navin began his medical career with the 
United States Army and has also served in the 
United States Army Reserve as well as the 
Hawaii Army Reserve National Guard, serving 
both Tripler General Hospital and Fort 
DeRussey. Dr. Navin is a recipient of the 
Bronze Star, as well as the Army Commenda-
tion Medal. 

He is the current president of the Hawaii 
Society of Pathologists, and a member of a 
variety of pathology related specialties, includ-
ing the Hawaii Medical Association, the Hono-
lulu County Medical Society, the College of 
American Pathologists and the American Soci-
ety of Cytopathologists. 

I came to know Dr. Navin as a passionate 
healthcare advocate in the 1990s. I worked 
closely with him and the national pathology or-
ganizations to increase the reimbursement for 
a common but vital medical test. With his 
commitment, tenacity, and capacity to bring 
people together we succeeded legislatively. 
More importantly, we ensured that life saving 
medical testing was conducted according to 
best practice. 

An accomplished author, Dr. Navin has 
been published in over 30 medical publica-
tions, including the Hawaii Medical Journal. He 
has been recognized by the American Pathol-
ogy Foundation as the American Pathologist 
of the Year, 2000, and has been recognized 
several times as one of the Best Doctors in 
Hawaii. 

Dr. Navin will be stepping down as a mem-
ber of the College of American Pathologists’ 
Political Action Committee, but we are con-
fident he will continue to be a strong voice for 
pathology. I urge my colleagues to join me in 
recognizing this outstanding physician for his 
commitment to patient care. 

HONORING AND REMEMBERING 
THE LIFE OF JOSEPH R. BURNS 

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 19, 2008 

Mr. RANGEL. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor and remember the life of an exem-
plary American citizen, a friend, a comrade in 
arms during our service together on the 
frontlines of the Korean war, and a true hero— 
Joseph R. Burns, who passed away on No-
vember 9, 2008. 

Joseph R. Burns was born on August 21, 
1930, in Charity Hospital, New Orleans, LA. 
Joe dedicated his life to protecting the free-
dom of this great country through his many 
years of public service. Joe served in the U.S. 
Army during the Korean war conflict and un-
derwent extreme hardships as a prisoner of 
war for 33 months and 11 days. 

After his service in the U.S. Army, Joe con-
tinued to build his career in public service by 
obtaining a position as El Paso’s Deputy Sher-
iff and creating programs to help children. 
Joe’s faith in his religion and love for service 
manifested itself when he performed his duties 
and responsibilities of a deacon at the Unity 
Missionary Baptist Church, and when he 
served as a senior usher for the church. 

Although Joseph R. Burns has passed, his 
legacy in public service will not go unnoticed. 
His calm demeanor and quiet spirit will never 
be forgotten. He was a great influence to his 
family, his community, and our country. Jo-
seph R. Burns is a national hero who will be 
greatly missed. 

He is succeeded by his beloved son 
Tyronne J. Burns, his family, and friends. 

f 

RECOGNIZING CHIEF VERNON A. 
LOSH II OF SONOMA COUNTY, 
CALIFORNIA 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 19, 2008 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today along with my colleague, 
Congresswoman LYNN WOOLSEY, to honor 
Chief Vernon A. Losh II, who is retiring this 
month as chief/department director of the 
Sonoma County Department of Emergency 
Services. He has held the position since June, 
1999, and also served concurrently for over 5 
years as fire chief of Rancho Adobe Fire Pro-
tection District. 

Chief Losh has had a long and distin-
guished career in fire and emergency serv-
ices, starting in 1974 with the South Placer 
Fire Protection District where he eventually 
held every rank from volunteer firefighter to 
full-time battalion chief. He came to Sonoma 
County in 1995 as deputy chief/fire marshal 
for the Department of Emergency Services 
and became Chief a few years later with re-
sponsibility for all aspects of the Department’s 
work. He deftly managed 23 full time employ-
ees, over 350 volunteers, and a budget of 
$7.5 million. 

With extensive education in emergency 
management, including being one of the first 
12 people certified in the State of California as 

a fire chief, Chief Losh has shared his exper-
tise for years as a community college fire 
service instructor and also as chair of the 
Santa Rosa Community College Fire Tech Ad-
visory Committee. A long list of professional 
affiliations—from local to international—is a 
testament to both his spirit of community vol-
unteerism and the high regard with which he 
is held by his peers. He has been president of 
the Sonoma County Fire Chiefs Association, 
Sonoma County Department Heads Associa-
tion, and the Northern California Firefighters 
Association, to name a few. 

Shortly after the anthrax and 9–11 terrorist 
attacks on our country, we met with Vern Losh 
and other Sonoma County officials. We were 
particularly impressed by the level of emer-
gency preparedness as well as by plans to 
continuously upgrade and improve equipment 
and procedures. These efforts, directed by a 
coordinated leadership effort, clearly paid off 
when much of the County was affected by se-
vere flooding a few years ago. The response 
was swift and organized, mitigating what could 
have been a serious disaster. 

The Losh family is also a source of pride to 
Vern. His wife Teresa is an accountant at the 
Sonoma County Office of Education and mar-
athon walker for several charitable causes; his 
son Allen is a Specialist in the Army serving 
as a combat medic ready to be deployed to 
Iraq on Thanksgiving Day; his daughter Whit-
ney is a student at San Francisco State in the 
Public Health field. Whitney just finished her 
first marathon for the Leukemia Lymphoma 
Society. 

Perhaps since, as his biography states, he 
‘‘currently serves as the Grand Emperor of the 
Cosmic Order of Fire Gods, an honor he has 
held since birth,’’ Vern Losh won’t fully retire. 
He plans to continue as Chair of the Sonoma- 
Mendocino Red Cross, Chair of the Volunteer 
Fire Fighter Committee of the California State 
Fire Fighters Association, and as the Cali-
fornia representative to the National Volunteer 
Fire Council. He will also become a volunteer 
firefighter for the City of Healdsburg. And he 
will continue his teaching at the California 
Community College. 

Madam Speaker, Sonoma County will miss 
the skills of Chief Vernon Losh, but we thank 
him for helping to make our emergency serv-
ices strong. We know he will appreciate hav-
ing time for his family and his hobbies—pho-
tography, football and all sports, attending Gi-
ants and 49er games . . . and firefighting. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF NOEMI 
ANDERSON 

HON. LYNN C. WOOLSEY 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 19, 2008 

Ms. WOOLSEY. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to celebrate Noemi Anderson of 
Petaluma, California, for an unusual accom-
plishment. Noemi just turned 111 years old, 
making her the oldest person in Sonoma 
County, the 67th oldest person on earth, and 
even the oldest known member of the Amer-
ican Association of University Women 
(AAUW). 

Noemi doesn’t know the secret of her lon-
gevity. She has always exercised, eaten her 
vegetables, and quit smoking over 50 years 
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ago. But these activities alone cannot account 
for her years. That is probably why research-
ers are studying her life and genetics to un-
ravel the secret. 

Although her mind and body are in good 
shape, Noemi laments the loss of her eyesight 
a few years ago. Until then, she was a sharp 
bridge player, ardent about the game and with 
an astonishing memory for the cards. Today, 
her memory is still quick as she talks about 
her life and her past. 

Born on September 28, 1897, Noemi Ber-
nard grew up on a ranch in Oregon and later 
attended UC Berkeley. She became a history 
teacher and worked in various schools, 
marrying fellow teach Henry ‘‘Andy’’ Anderson 
in 1928. Shortly after their daughter Janice 
was born, she left teaching to take care of her 
home, including designing a new house for the 
family. 

Andy and Noemi led a full life in Hanford 
and also traveled a great deal. When Andy 
passed away in 1988, Noemi moved to the 
Bay Area to be near Janice and her family. 
Today she lives in an assisted living facility in 
Petaluma. Janice passed away in 2001. 

Madam Speaker, although we know we 
can’t all live to be 111 years old, it is fitting to 
honor Noemi Anderson whose life exemplifies 
for us the benefits of living with enthusiasm 
and grace. I hope she will have many more 
birthdays to celebrate. 

f 

CONGRESS HOLDS AN EXHIBITION 
OF THE ARTWORK OF DR. 
YUHUA WANG 

HON. CORRINE BROWN 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 19, 2008 

Ms. CORRINE BROWN of Florida. Madam 
Speaker, on November 13th at the Capitol in 
Washington DC, several Members of Con-
gress and the Congressional Arts Caucus held 
an exhibition of the artwork of Professor 
Yuhua Wang and an official reception hon-
oring her. The exhibition hall was crowded 
with people, including numerous officials and 
dignitaries. Many Members of Congress, coun-
cil members of the District of Columbia, am-
bassadors, and diplomats came to appreciate 
the exhibits on display. They praised the 
beauty of the artwork as being beyond imagi-
nation and praised Dr. Wang for bringing the 
light of beautiful art into the Capitol. Even after 
the exhibition ended, there were still Members 
of Congress who came to the exhibition hop-
ing to view Dr. Wang’s works of art. 

Professor Wang personally attended the of-
ficial reception in her honor. The hall was filled 
to capacity, making it a very grand occasion. 
Members of Congress and members of the 
Congressional Arts Caucus added their sup-
port by signing and presenting certificates of 
commendation. During the official reception, 
Members of Congress gave speeches ex-
pressing their respect for Professor Yuhua 
Wang. They praised Professor Wang for her 
outstanding contributions to world color paint-
ing, sculpture, oriental arts, and the develop-
ment of cultural exchange. A Congressional 
Commendation stated that Professor Wang is 
a selfless person whose moral character is 
noble. It also stated that through her practice 
of Buddhism, she benefits humanity and all liv-

ing beings. Members of Congress who initi-
ated the exhibition proudly presented that 
Congressional Commendation to Professor 
Wang as a symbol of appreciation and grati-
tude for her service to America and humanity. 
The Mayor of Washington DC, Adrian M. 
Fenty, presented to Professor Wang a certifi-
cate welcoming the exhibition of her artwork in 
the Nation’s Capital and welcoming her to visit 
the entire area of Washington DC. Members 
of Congress who initiated and held this art ex-
hibition included CORRINE BROWN, DANNY 
DAVIS, ELIOT L. ENGEL, ADAM SCHIFF, NEIL 
ABERCROMBIE, CHAKA FATTAH, DAVID WU, and 
others. 

The exhibition displayed four of Professor 
Wang’s hand-sculpted faux coral painted in oil 
colors. Those works are entitled ‘‘Glamour in 
Pink,’’ ‘‘Arching Branches,’’ ‘‘Parched Antiq-
uity,’’ and ‘‘Cinnabar Nectar.’’ Another exhibit 
is called ‘‘Seventy-Seven Stones,’’ which are 
exquisitely hand-sculpted and painted faux 
cobblestones. Additionally displayed were 10 
ink-wash paintings called ‘‘Spiritual Air,’’ ‘‘The 
Appeal of Lotuses,’’ ‘‘Two Chicks Under the 
Wool Tree,’’ ‘‘Ink Alone Excels Nature,’’ ‘‘Aus-
picious Atmosphere at the Lotus Pond,’’ 
‘‘Light, Elegant Ink; Three Lovely Flowers,’’ 
‘‘Yuhua,’’ ‘‘Lotus Fragrance Blown by the 
Wind,’’ ‘‘Golden Lotuses,’’ and ‘‘A Bit of 
Charming Autumn Scenery.’’ The three oil 
paintings on exhibition were ‘‘Flying Object in 
the Night,’’ ‘‘Heavenly World,’’ and ‘‘Exuberant 
Life.’’ All of these exhibits were authentic, and 
most of them were chosen by International 
Arts Publishing to be included in the book 
World’s Highest-Level Color Paintings and Ink- 
Wash Paintings—the Art of Professor Yuhua 
Wang. At the exhibition, news reporters asked 
Professor Yuhua Wang which one of the 
works of art that she created is her favorite. 
Her answer, which she gave without hesi-
tation, has profound meaning. She said, 
‘‘Whichever work of art is everyone’s favorite 
is my favorite work of art!’’ 

Dr. Yuhua Wang was born in China and 
permanently resides in the U.S. She is cur-
rently a research professor at the College of 
Liberal Arts at Auburn University in Georgia. 
She has been highly commended by the presi-
dent and vice-president of Auburn University 
and by the dean of the college where she is 
a visiting professor for her achievements in 
the study of colors. 

Professor Wang’s hand-sculpted faux coral 
on which she painted oil colors are even more 
genuine-looking and more beautiful in form 
and color than real coral found at the bottom 
of the sea or on islands. Such works of art are 
many times more beautiful than natural coral 
and have become rare artistic treasures. It is 
no wonder that her art is regarded as ‘‘treas-
ures of the world.’’ 

The cobblestones that Professor Yuhua 
Wang hand-sculpted from light-weight material 
and painted are exquisite and were made with 
meticulous attention to detail. These intrigu-
ingly and unpredictably varied faux cobble-
stones are not only genuine-looking, they are 
even more beautiful than real cobblestones. 
Their spots, streaks, watermarks, weathered 
appearance, reflecting light, and hues are all 
lifelike and exquisite. In all of their myriad vari-
ations, these cobblestones capture the spirit 
and form of real cobblestones yet surpass the 
beauty of natural ones. None of her cobble-
stones duplicates any other cobblestone in 
form, lines, color, or extent of weathered or 

aged appearance. Each cobblestone is in and 
of itself a meticulously and realistically painted 
work of art. Just like Leonardo da Vinci’s 
Mona Lisa and Vincent van Gogh’s Sunflower 
Paintings, Dr. Wang’s oil painting on these 
cobblestones has been called wondrous color 
application and the most superb art in the 
world. 

The ink and wash paintings of Professor 
Wang are boldly arranged yet lack the slight-
est trace of affectation. They have an air of 
ease and smoothness and convey a sense of 
complete naturalness. They express loftiness 
and broadmindedness and are imbued with 
deep charm and liveliness. Those works of art 
by Professor Wang can indeed be called ink 
and wash paintings of the highest order. 

The modern paintings of Dr. Wang have a 
unique style to them. Their lines flow smoothly 
and freely. Their diverse and unpredictable 
color combinations can express bold intensity, 
overflowing enthusiasm, traditional elegance, 
inspiring vitality, rustic charm, or majestic 
splendor. Those paintings are truly a feast for 
the eyes. Deeply embedded within them are 
feelings and wondrous skills. Her modern 
paintings are very sophisticated and should be 
carefully viewed. Actually, a magnifying glass 
would reveal that each of the many different 
parts that make up one of her modern paint-
ings is a work of art in and of itself with its 
own unending appeal. 

f 

EMERGENCY ECONOMIC 
STABILIZATION ACT OF 2008 

SPEECH OF 

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, October 3, 2008 

Ms. MCCOLLUM of Minnesota. Madam 
Speaker, I rise in support of the inclusion of 
the Paul Wellstone and Pete Domenici Mental 
Health and Addition Equity Act in H.R. 1424, 
and I congratulate my friend and colleague, 
Congressman JIM RAMSTAD, for this achieve-
ment. Without his courage and dedication to 
fairness, this bill would not be before us today. 

It is long past time that American families 
have access to the care they need. This bill 
ends discrimination against patients seeking 
treatment for mental illness or addiction by re-
quiring that benefits that are offered for phys-
ical health are also available for mental health. 

Mental illness left untreated affects all facets 
of our society and costs our economy over 
$150 billion annually. Mental illness affects 50 
percent of the homeless population in Min-
nesota, 70 percent of those in our juvenile jus-
tice system, and those with the highest unem-
ployment rates. Health care costs double 
when diabetes and heart disease patients 
have co-morbid depression, and patients with 
mental illness and substance abuse disorders 
are often less responsive to treatment. In addi-
tion, the burden that mental illness places 
upon the health and productivity of our nation 
has long been underestimated. One in five 
adults and one in ten children have a mental 
illness. And over one-third of our returning 
service members from Iraq and Afghanistan 
suffer from mental health problems. 

We have all been affected in some way— 
ourselves, a family member, a friend or col-
league—by mental health or substance abuse. 
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